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In men like Bruce Crandall, we really see 
the best of America. He and his fellow sol-
diers were brave, brave folks. They were as 
noble and selfless as any who have ever worn 
our Nation’s uniform. And on this day of 
pride, we remember their comrades who 
gave their lives and those who are still miss-
ing. We remember the terrible telegrams 
that arrived at Fort Benning, the families 
devastated, the children who traced their fa-
ther’s name on panel three-east of the Viet-
nam Memorial Wall. 

Our sadness has not diminished with time. 
Yet we’re also comforted by the knowledge 
that the suffering and grief could have been 
far worse. One of the reasons it was not is 
because the man we honor today. For the 
soldiers rescued, for the men who came 
home, for the children they had and the lives 
they made, America is in debt to Bruce 
Crandall. It’s a debt our Nation can never 
really fully repay, but today we recognize it 
as best as we’re able, and we bestow upon 
this good and gallant man the Medal of 
Honor. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Maj. Gen. David Hicks, USA, Army 
Chief of Chaplains. Following the President’s re-
marks, Lt. Comdr. Geoffrey Gagnier, Coast Guard 
Aide to the President, read the citation. 

Proclamation 8107—Irish-American 
Heritage Month, 2007 
February 26, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The friendship between Ireland and the 

United States has deep roots, and Irish 
Americans have played an integral role in 
making our country a place of hope and op-
portunity. During Irish-American Heritage 
Month, we recognize the vital contributions 
of Irish Americans to our Nation. 

Since our founding, Irish immigrants have 
come to America’s shores in search of better 
lives. Today, millions of American citizens 
are of Irish descent, and they and their 

forbearers have helped shape our way of life, 
strengthened our economy, and contributed 
to the arts, and protected our Nation. Irish 
Americans have shown their devotion to our 
country by serving in our Armed Forces. 
America is especially grateful to these brave 
men and women for the sacrifices that have 
helped preserve the ideals of our country and 
made the world a safer place. 

During the month of March, we reflect 
on our Nation’s past and how Irish Ameri-
cans helped create the country we live in 
today. America is a melting pot of cultures, 
and Irish-American Heritage Month is an op-
portunity to celebrate the accomplishments 
of Irish-American citizens and remind our 
people we are blessed to be a Nation of im-
migrants. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2007 as 
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this month by cele-
brating the contributions of Irish Americans 
to our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:35 a.m., February 28, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 1. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Relating to 
Cuba and of the Emergency 
Authority Relating to the Regulation 
of the Anchorage and Movement of 
Vessels 
February 26, 2007 

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867, 
a national emergency was declared to address 
the disturbance or threatened disturbance of 
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international relations caused by the Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, destruction by the Cuban 
government of two unarmed U.S.-registered 
civilian aircraft in international airspace 
north of Cuba. In July 1996 and on subse-
quent occasions, the Cuban government stat-
ed its intent to forcefully defend its sov-
ereignty against any U.S.-registered vessels 
or aircraft that might enter Cuban territorial 
waters or airspace while involved in a flotilla 
or peaceful protest. Since these events, the 
Cuban government has not demonstrated 
that it will refrain from the future use of reck-
less and excessive force against U.S. vessels 
or aircraft that may engage in memorial ac-
tivities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. On 
February 26, 2004, by Proclamation 7757, 
the scope of the national emergency was ex-
panded in order to deny monetary and mate-
rial support to the repressive Cuban govern-
ment, which had taken a series of steps to 
destabilize relations with the United States, 
including threatening to abrogate the Migra-
tion Accords with the United States and to 
close the United States Interests Section. 
Further, Cuba’s most senior officials repeat-
edly asserted that the United States intended 
to invade Cuba, despite explicit denials from 
the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defense 
that such action is planned. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to Cuba and the emergency authority 
relating to the regulation of the anchorage 
and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867 as amended and expanded by Proc-
lamation 7757. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 26, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., February 27, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on February 28. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Relating to Cuba and of 
the Emergency Authority Relating to 
the Regulation of the Anchorage and 
Movement of Vessels 
February 26, 2007 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, which states that the 
emergency declared with respect to the Gov-
ernment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, as amended and expanded 
on February 26, 2004, is to continue in effect 
beyond March 1, 2007. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks at the Republican 
Governors Association Gala 
February 26, 2007 

Thanks for coming. Thank you all for being 
here tonight. I am honored to join you. You 
might remember, I am a former member of 
the Republican Governors Association. And 
now I am a proud brother of another former 
member. Now he’s out of office, I under-
stand Jeb is spending a lot of time on Flor-
ida’s beaches. [Laughter] He says people still 
recognize him; when he’s out there in his 
Speedo, they come up and say, ‘‘How you 
doing, Governor Schwarzenegger?’’ [Laugh-
ter] 
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